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EDITORIAL

Greetngs WHAMmers! The months pass so fast and already
here is another thrill packed WHAM newsleter hitng your
inboxes.. This moth we have our usual contributons from our
Chairman and our Chief Observer, and a short piece with
photos from Ant Clerici about the Preston Hillclimb which
was atended by his second favourite bike group, the Severn
Freewheelers (Blood bike group).

I've also discovered a nice piece I think you might enjoy from
the archives, - this one from the September 2018 newsleter.
Its an old artcle which was writen originally in the 70s by ex
race ace Peter Williams.. he was a great rider of the tme and
one of my heroes of the day! The artcle oozes aromas of the
1970s and oddly, many of the topics touched on are stll relevant today even though our machines
are now largely computerised..

Keep an eye on the upcoming club events too, there's a list here, and don't forget to check out the
club's website, htps://www.wham-motorcycling.org/events/ , and Facebook page for the most 
accurate and up to date info

Contributons to the newsleter are extremely welcome, please email anything you have to 
whamnewsleter@gmail.com

Jim Rolt
Editor
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CHAIRMAN'S FOREWORD

Where is this year going?
I was at the Adventure Bike Rider Festval representng us on
the IAMRS HQ stand this past weekend. Whether you are a ABR
or not I would recommend this event. It is so much nicer being
outside in the summer with the outside setng making for more
space for everyone, than traveling to the NEC in the winter.

Several WHAM Observers (you know who you are you shy lot)
where there taking prospects out on taster rides and thankfully,
unlike the Suzuki demo team, all our lot came back in one piece
and having stayed upright. I am going to be camping next year as I hear the evening 
‘Entertainment’ was spot on too.

We always need help at these types of events, and its great fun, and so when it comes around next
year, please do step forward and ofer your support.

With one notable excepton, Alex’s’ Observers are getng good test passes and I believe have 
capacity now and so if you were caught up in the Covid backlog, and we have not been in-touch 
yet, please do get in-touch with Alex to have an Observer assigned to you. And whilst I am at it, 
WHAM remains covering 50% of the cost of Masters programmes at the point of test applicaton. 
If there are any existng members that fancy standing up for this, then please do it now as we may 
not do this into 2023….

Upcoming events are the WHAM kartng event on Saturday 9th July (thank you Duane). We stll 
have a few seats unsold for that event and so please do see the website for deets. You can take 
your mates and/or ofspring/spouses if that suits.

I have also asked Duane to have a look at a return in the autumn to Betws-y-coed for a long 
weekend. Full deets again will go out via Facebook and then on the club website.

And fnally! The WHAM skills day is now booked for Saturday 20th August at a site in Madeley 
Herefordshire. Thanks to Andy Culley for securing access. If you have yet to atend one of these 
please do; make it a date this year. You will be amazed at how much these skills raise the quality 
of your overall riding.

Yours in Sport

Richard H

WHAM Chair
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CHIEF OBSERVER'S REPORT – ALEX HOYLE

Riding in Windy Weather

Now riding a motorcycle when it's windy can be a real challenge.
And when I say riding when it's windy, I don't mean afer a
copious amount of baked beans, or a vindaloo, the night before,
I mean riding in strong or gusty wind.

If I am honest, I absolutely hate it, I would rather ride in
torrental rain than in strong gusty windy conditons. The
unpredictability over when the wind is going to catch you, and in
some cases if it's really strong, completely move the bike of its
current course, is very hard to judge. 

The only few words of advice I can ofer, and certainly what I
endeavour to do, is always to try and be extremely relaxed on
the bike.  As if I’m sat on my sofa at home watching the TV like a
complete slob.  The moment you tense up it all starts to go pear
shaped.   This may sound really funny, but I'm convinced that
the bike, even though it hasn't got a brain of its own, can actually sense the tension in the rider, 
and this transmits up through the bike frame to make a really uncomfortable ride even worse.

I remember a few years ago a group of us had gone to Spain on the Plymouth to Santander run.  
We arrived back in Plymouth just as the afermath of an Atlantc storm was about to hit the area.  
Unfortunately, we had no opton but to set of back up the A38 from Plymouth on our journey 
home.

if I remember it was possibly the worst three or four hours I've ever had on a motorbike in my life. 
The nature of the A38 means that parts of the dual carriage way are shielded by trees, whereas 
other parts are completely in the open, and it's not fat either, it constantly goes up and down, 
wind can gust in from all diferent directons, and it was very hard to read which way the bike was 
going to be blown of course next.  Trying to antcipate this is really challenging work and 
extremely tring.  You have to judge the conditons when you are going for any overtakes and 
allow for the fact that you might be moved of your course just at the last moment by a gust of 
wind.  I remember seeing Eric nearly getng blown under the back of a tanker lorry, simply 
because a gust of wind had caught him when he wasn't expectng it. 

Sadly, car drivers who don't ride motorbikes have no idea what we're going through, and contnue 
to chop you up, just like it's a warm sunny day in July. 

If I'm honest I really don't know if it's beter to be on a big heavy bike like a cruiser, notce I didn't 
uter the words Harley Davidson there, or whether you are beter being on a litle lightweight bike.
All I know is whichever bike I've been on at the tme, it doesn't seem to make a blind bit of 
diference, you stll get pushed all over the place.
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I remember at the end of the Plymouth journey I got home completely shatered and totally 
knackered.  I put the bike in the garage, came indoors and had a very large Scotch, and went to 
bed.  I woke up the next morning with a splitng headache which I can only atribute to the 
batering I'd taken from the wind, not from the very large Scotch.

In conclusion it's really not much fun riding in gusty windy conditons, and if it's raining it's even 
worse, all I can say is just try and stay relaxed, take a very light grip on the handlebars, and just 
squidge down in the seat, if you tense up, you are going to be doomed.

Alex Hoyle

Chief Observer

SEVERN FREEWHEELERS AT PRESCOTT – ANT CLERICI

Its lunchtme on the Saturday before Severn Freewheelers
Prescot event. We’ve been setng up today ready for several
thousand people arriving tomorrow to watch bikers ‘run the
hill’. We’ve already seen arrivals: everything from a WW2 R75
sidecar with machine gun to Harley’s to weird specials. One of
the conversatons has been to highlight the need for more
advanced Blood Bike riders in Worcestershire and
Herefordshire...especially Herefordshire. 

Now Herefordshire is interestng in that the bike is based at
Hereford Fire Staton. 

Dutes involve taking anything to help local NHS (that will ft on
the bike), usually a BMW 1250RT. We train new riders with a
buddy system to help you learn the ropes. This involves the
safe transport of medical ‘stuf’, where to access hospitals out
of hours and all about the bikes. 

If you are interested please contact me, Ant Clerici 
ant@clericidesign.com 07778 286339 or Severn Freewheelers direct. You need to have your 
advanced test, either IAMRS or RoSPA.

It is a really worthwhile charity that needs your help! 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES – RIDING FOR REAL
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JULY EVENTS 

WHAM Day Out – Chepstow & The Brecon Beacons

July 24th
WHAM  Day Ride   Chepstow and the Brecon Beacons.

Startng at McDonalds in Hereford, leg 1 takes the road to Monmouth, skirts around Chepstow 
Park to pick up the (brilliant) road to Usk and the Bafe Haus Cafe for a cofee. (54 miles).

Leg 2 Takes us up the moor to Blaenavon then joins the Heads of the Valley road before we get to 
the B4560 over the Beacons. This leads us to the excellent road through Upper and Lower Chapel 
to Builth Wells then loops back to the Honey Cafe   at Bronnlys for a late lunch. (67 miles).

Leg 3 goes back over the Beacons to our start point via Skenfrth. (52 miles).

As usual, all of the above is optonal, please join us for as much as you can, it should be a good day 
out on some excellent roads.
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Meet at Hereford at 08:30 for a 09:00 start.

WHAM Evening Ride 3
July 27 @ 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
WHAM Evening ride and Nater Night. 
Join us for a ride to the Falcon in Bromyard. Leaves the start points (Hereford or Worcester) at 
19:00, arrives at the Falcon at around 20:15. Please arrive in tme to organise riding groups. All 
members very welcome.
Cant make the ride-out? Then please join us for a chat and drink at the Falcon.

Sunday Ride – Malvern to Crossgates via Dolfor – Route 46
July 31 @ 8:30 am - 1:30 pm
Everyone’s favourite route from McDonalds Malvern.
08:30 arrival for a 09:00 start
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