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EDITORIAL – JIM ROLT

Hi and welcome to February newsleter. I'm hoping that we
will soon be getng the winter behind us, but not today, as
we marvel at the excitng storms that are contnuing to
amaze us!
Are you confused by the new highway code regulatons and
recommendaton? You're not the only one! Get clued up
quickly here, or see the full updates here (massively
detailed!)
The other day I discovered an old Belstaf jacket that used to
keep me mostly dry, and on it was this badge. It's not cleaned
up too badly, I wonder if anyone recognises it? Its from the
WAM group which must be the predecessor of this group... I
was a member in the 90s when I passed the IAM test the frst tme, and spent some years 
observing for them and the Birmingham group (BAM!), which one of our examiners, Marcus, was 
also very involved in. At that tme I also did CBT training for beginners and was a Cardington 
licensed learner trainer.. How things have changed, I fnd that now it's almost impossible to 
become even a local observer! (Must be his age, I hear you cry! Or perhaps he rides the Wrong 
Bike?)
This month we have our usual Chairman's chat  and Chief Observer's piece, and the results of the 
Reader's Survey which I'm sure you partcipated in  a few weeks ago. Also a special piece from Sam
Furminger with a Valentne's theme! I see she is a long term bike lover having had her Honda 
Shadow 750 for 15 years! I can relate to that having been frmly faithful to me old Hardly Ableson 
for 33 years now.. 
Drop me a line and tell me about your long lived bike loves at whamnewsleter@gmail.com. This is
your newsleter, and it's the duty of each of us to share a bit now and then, so don't be shy!

Ride Safe all!
Jim Rolt
Newsleter Editor
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CHAIRMAN'S FOREWORD

As I write this it is raining and windy outside.  This is
prety representatve of the expected type of weather
at this tme of the year and leads me not to want to
swing my leg over the bike on a Sunday morning and
head out on a WHAM Sunday ride. However, every
Sunday I read on the Clubs Facebook page of Andy
Chambers and a few other hardy souls dartng in an out
of the mud, the wet, and the general detritus lef on the
roads, whilst frmly enjoying some good riding.

Alex, our CO, has writen previously how winter riding
can hone one’s skills into the Spring but I am afraid I
have never taken the bait and preferred a warm duvet
on a Sunday morning to heated grips and the prospect
of Sunday afernoon requiring me to clean four hours of
shite of the Honda Crossdresser.

But there in the contrast between my behaviour and
that of Mr Chambers is highlighted one of the benefts
of this litle ’ol motorcycle club of ours; you do what you
want, when you want, and our Facebook page lets us all
enjoy reminiscing of “derring do” even if we have not
taken part. I do not know if its these accounts of Sunday morning rides that have upped the 
members joining the closed page, or whether it was me beatng the Facebook drum at the recent 
AGM, but I have been pleased to see recent joiners to WHAMs Facebook page coming in from 
partes previously resistant to the wonder that Mr Zuckerberg provides. Remember, you can join 
Facebook for free, join the closed WHAM Group, under your own name or nickname and with the 
right security setngs no one you know in the real world will ever now you exist in social media 
land…..

Januarys AGM was a highlight for me recently. Later in this very newsleter you will see the output 
and indeed slides from the recent member survey.  Old and new faces in good numbers made 
their way to the Falcon in Bromyard on a cold Wednesday night and I think most people put their 
hand up and said something during the two-hours we were together.  There were indeed some 
great ideas that have been captured and your commitee will be considering how to bring these to
life this year.

The member survey too see is you all describe yourselves as happy bunnies within WHAM. But do 
not forget, if your experience deviates from the positve, I am just a Facebook message away to 
resolve issues for you.

Exmoor in April is now well subscribed and unless you want to share a room with Mark Bonnes 
and Andy Peckston, you will need to fnd a B&B down the road if you want to come. Seriously 
though, there is plenty of accommodaton locally and so do not let the lack of accommodaton at 
the Ralegh Cross stop you from atending.
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I will be pilotng the Crossdresser out sometme soon one Sunday morning. It was going to be this 
coming Sunday, but the dreaded Covids are currently Gripping Hewit Towers and quite frankly all 
I have been able to commit to this is week getng up and spending the entre day in my isolatng 
covid cave; or so it seems.

Yours in Sport

Richard Hewit

WHAM Chair

CHIEF OBSERVER'S REPORT – ALEX HOYLE

Riding On Country Roads.
You all get the WHAM Newsleter sent to you
electrically, so for my CO artcle this months I have
included a link to a YouTube video about riding on
country roads here in the UK, which if you click on the
link should take you straight to the video.

They interview a Motorcycle solicitor from White Dalton
who specialise in defending motorcyclists when things go
wrong.

htps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QtU2ZPFTQJI&ab_channel=44Teeth

They talk about all aspects of riding on country roads,
with regards to other road users, pedestrians, horses,
cyclists, etc.

Interestngly, some things I had always thought where
illegal aren’t, and some things I thought were perfectly
legal are not.  

They also talk about what to do if you come of your bike
due to poor road maintenance by your local authority,
mud or crap on the road, and about what to do should
you have an accident.

Anyway, it’s an 18 minute video so go and get a cup of tea and some chocolate hobnobs, and just 
sit through it, I am sure you will fnd it well worth your tme.

Alex Hoyle

CO WHAM 3260
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SAM FURMINGER – LIFE WITH BIKES

It’s February, the month where we are forced to
think about the love of our lives, dive into card shops
of red, and dart into petrol statons to admire their
foristry arrangements.  I have to say I’ve never really
been one for Valentne’s Day, but I was ofen the one
who found a card tucked in my laptop at work, and
I’d think, bugger I beter go to Sainsbury's lunchtme
and buy a card and claim it’s been tucked under his
pillow all day.  “Not my fault you didn’t fnd it untl
tonight!” It’s not just you men you know, I was
terrible for it!   ;-)

However, I’m not shy of falling in love, and whilst I’ve
never had a biker boyfriend as such, I have loved
many motorcycles.  Probably not as many as my
peers in 30 years of riding, but I’ve not regreted a
single relatonship with my two wheeled loves.  

At sweet 16, my father introduced me to my lovely
brand new litle ‘pop pop’, Honda Vision.  All 49cc of
her, and you never forget your frst.  Twist and go,
with my violin, strapped to the rack on the back.  My
music teacher was most amused that my violin case
appeared with stcky yellow refectors on it.  I’m sure
he saw it as abuse of a sophistcated instrument, and
yes sometmes the vibraton of the road, meant her G-string would slip, but it was soon rectfed.  
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The Honda lef Norfolk, and we ended up in Manchester together for my university days.  Within 
the frst two weeks, we were pulled over by the police, for riding ‘gingerly’.  The roads were much 
bigger and busier than in the countryside of Norfolk.  We were both in culture shock.  Moped 
crime was high up there and the plate was foreign to them.  I had to go to the local police staton 
and show my documents.  Great, two weeks in Salford and I get arrested!  Ok, I exaggerate a litle. 

As always, the years go by, and when you look around, you see something bigger.  He was older 
and slightly ‘used’.  We met when I was feeling low.  I was in a relatonship with a man who didn’t 
care for bikes, and to escape the oppression, I went out for some air.  I ended up in a litle Honda 
shop in Malvern.  Our eyes met… a litle Yamaha Virago 125cc.  A big bowl headlight, chrome, 
raked handlebars and a cheque book in my pocket.  Afer a bit of persuading, I took the Virago up 
the road and back and bought the bike there and then.  Much easier to ask for forgiveness I 
thought as I was greeted home, with a ‘where the hell are we going to keep that?’  

The relatonship ended with my boyfriend in 2007, a few short 
weeks afer the Yamaha ‘bag of nails’ Virago was replaced by my 
very present love, my Honda Shadow Spirit VT750cc.  He had no 
idea I was replacing my bike, with an even bigger opton.  Nearly 15
years on, the Shadow and I are stll together, and we even survived
a whole marriage (she atended my wedding day), and I stll love 
her as much as the day I met her.  I had a ‘mini me’ model made of 
her, and we used it as our wedding cake topper.  My husband had 
no interest in motorcycles at all, but appreciated I loved a good 
adventure.  He was very good at giving me a push down the hill 
when her batery was a litle temperamental.  I miss the laughs we 
had about that!   He has now been replaced with an Optmate 
trickle charger.  

Whilst my Honda Shadow Spirit endured the advanced training and test, showing her true colours 
to me, I fell more deeply in love.  She handled so much beter than I ever thought she would.  I 
was convinced when I went to IAM at the NEC saying, I haven’t got a big BMW, is that a problem 
when training to be advanced?  I was reassured that no, this would not make a diference and in 
my view, they were right.  My observer’s face was a picture when he met her as she was a lot 
more bling than expected.  But soon his Tiger and my Shadow became friends and had great 
adventures.  Tiger even bought her a set of tassels for her handlebars … but that’s another story!  
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With advanced training, I loved my riding even more, but when the wintery, salty roads arrived, 
she went into hibernaton.  I felt lonely and decided I needed a winter ‘bit on the side.’  I went for 
the Honda Rebel CM500.  Our love was fast, great commuter, easy to fick around but where was 
my power?  It felt like I had gone out for a quick burger when I had steak in the garage….. Afer a 
short 8 months, I met Winnie… my Tiger 800 xrx low.  How low could I go?  I’m stll a bit short 
legged, but I managed to get my leg over.  Whilst initally there was jealousy, the Shadow sees the 
Tiger as an unruly teenage brother,  but they get on and accept they both share my love, care and 
atenton.  Sadly the human men didn’t survive, but my bikes have, so it shows, true love does 
conquer all! 
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2022 WHAM MEMBER SURVEY
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EVENTS, MEETINGS, AND RIDE OUTS

There is a WHAM ride every Sunday mostly startng at Malvern. All full members are very welcome
to join us, just show up half an hour before the planned departure tme (09.00 am in summer 
tme, 9:30 am winter tme) and we’ll make sure you are allocated to a suitable riding group (we try
to match pace and there is no pressure to ‘keep up’).

The next ride:
Sunday February 27 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Sunday Ride – From McDonalds Malvern to Craven Arms Cafe.
See the route and further details on the website, here

The next event:
Row Sentnel – Ian Rivers’ Solo Atlantc Crossing, February 23rd, 7.30pm
Ian made an unsupported Atlantc crossing in 2021 rowing single handed and without GPS 
navigaton aids, relying on only a sextant as the main form of navigaton. Nobody had previously 
atempted such a feat. Ian will be here in person to tell us about his incredible adventure.

Ian is a long standing member of WHAM, a Natonal Observer and holder of an IAM Masters with 
Distncton qualifcaton.

We expect a high turn out for this event and the numbers we are able to accommodate at the 
venue are limited. Therefore we are asking you to RSVP from the event page on our website, this 
will issue you with a tcket via email (if you do not receive your email please check your junk folder
for wordpress@wham-motorcycling.org).
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Please limit the number of guests in your RSVP to two.

THE NEW HIGHWAY CODE UPDATES
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