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Thanks to all of those that turned up on Sunday November 5th for WHAM’s annual 
visit to the  National Arboretum, Staffordshire. There was a great turn out and alt-
hough we experienced a couple of showers the weather stayed predominantly 
dry. 

The organised routes were great although I did manage to see one of the groups 
travelling towards my group on more than one occasion. As we were all following 
the same route, and should’ve been heading in the same direction, I put it down 
to a quirk of a Garmin everyday adventure! 

There has been a lot of investment in time and money in the arboretum during the last couple of years 
and it is certainly worth a visit to pay your respects, contemplate how lucky we are or to just have a cup 
of tea. For those of you unable to make it the routes will be available in the route archive of the web-
site so feel free to plan your own trip. 

Moving onto group performance we continue to 
do well and represent ourselves honourably 
within IAM RoadSmart. At the beginning of No-
vember I received the latest scorecard which 
indicated 4 new enrolments in the last month, 
and 26 in the last 12 months. It is vital that we attract new riders in order to maintain a vibrant & 
healthy club and to pass on the skills that serve us so well. In the last year we have helped 18 riders to 
pass their advanced test – 4 with a F1RST. A record we can all be proud of! 

Finally, may I remind you that we have booked the Chateau Impney, Raven Suite for the WHAM cele-
bration on Friday January 26th. The menu has now been finalised and booking details by clicking here. 

Places are limited so make sure you have a look, make your choices and book soon to avoid disappoint-
ment. This is a great opportunity to don something other than leathers & Gore-Tex and to have a great 
night out. I look forward to seeing many of you there. 

All the best & be safe    Stuart   

http://www.thenma.org.uk/
http://www.wham-motorcycling.org/2017-xmas-menu/
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What are the commonest causes of motorcycle crashes? 

In the majority of collisions, inappropriate speed for the conditions is a factor. 

 

The commonest causes of all motorcycle crashes in the UK are: 

Right of way violations – drivers who look but fail to see. The commonest cause of a motor-

cycle collision is when a driver looks but fails to see a motorcyclist approaching a junction 

and pulls out across their path, mainly on urban roads at low speeds. 

 

 

 

Loss of control on a bend, corner or curve on a rural road. Crashes on bends are often the 

rider’s fault. They are more likely to be fatal because of the speeds involved as even a 

small mistake can result in loss of control: 7% on left-hand bends and 5% on right hand-

hand bends. Most occur on unfamiliar roads and 65% of riders deaths are on rural roads, 

involving only the motorcyclist and no other traffic. 

 

 

  

 

Errors of judgement. In manoeuvring the machine, often at low speed. This type of collision 

tends to result from poor bike-handling skills or loss of concentration, and often leads to 

injuries as the rider falls off the bike. 

 

Overtaking. In about 1 in 8 collisions, the rider was making an overtaking manoeuvre just be-

fore the collision. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
1 in 3 drivers involved in a daylight collision with a motorcyclist failed to look properly 
and didn’t see the rider before the crash 

  

Even a small mistake at the wrong speed can result in loss 

of control. 

An inappropriate speed could be 20 mph in a narrow street 

crowed with pedestrians moving in and out of the road… 

… or 60 mph on a straight open road if you are tired and 

your attention is split between several tasks. 
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Critical learning from experience. 

Most riders involved in a crash do not accept that they contributed to it. If you think that you did not 

help to cause a collision, you will also think that you have nothing to learn from it. Your riding behaviour 

won’t change. 

To become a better rider, the first step is to recognise the resistance in ourselves to accept responsibil-

ity. The second step is to accept every near miss and collision as a learning opportunity to decide how 

you can avoid the same mistake in future. 

For example, crash statistics show that all riders are at risk from the actions of other road users who fail 

to see them. If you have a ‘look but failed to see’ crash, you can choose how to view it. Is it all the re-

sponsibility of the careless driver? Or can you take action to reduce your own vulnerability? You can 

choose to reduce your chances of ‘look but failed to see’ collision by anticipating this potential hazard 

whenever you ride. 

Del Britton – Gary Barnes 

CO’s 
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Part one of two instalments on Touring in and around Europe.  

 

Let's go touring, every time you get 
together with a bunch of your biking 
mates someone says “Let's go Tour-
ing”, sounds great doesn't it? and it 
really can be one of the best biking 
experiences you can do, if it works 
out well and you have fun it's addic-
tive, if things go wrong it can be-
come a real disaster and not some-
thing you would ever want to re-
peat. 
Maybe you've toured before and 
had the best time ever, maybe you 
aspire to do the ‘BIG road trip’ but 
don't know where to start. 
So where's it going to be? the UK 
perhaps? not so daunting, what 
about further afield, how do you get 
there, what's the best way to book 
hotels, how about border crossings, 
do I need visas, what other docu-
ments do I need?, I’m on a bike! do I 
have to pay a road toll or not, how 
many miles can I/should I do in a 
day.  
Lots of questions and lots of infor-
mation available from all the 
‘experts’ under the sun but what's 
right for you and your mates. 
 
Most of us Bikers would love to get away from the daily grind and escape on our pride and joy, maybe 
it's just a weekend you have free, so obviously not The Riviera and back, perhaps it's going to be your 
summer fortnight away so now you're talking, with some planning the Grand European tour is on the 
cards, or what about Morocco or Romania, the Croatian Coast, the list is almost endless. All of these 
destinations are within reach with some careful planning and a couple of weeks or so of planned travel-
ling time. Each one conjures up visions of empty roads, endless curves, distant mountains wide valleys 
and warm sultry evenings with cold beer and everyone's tale of their ‘adventure’ that day, magic. 
How do you make it happen, perhaps some of my experiences tips and tricks might help you make your 
tour be the success it should be. 
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I've been organising group Holidays for 28 
years and Bike Touring Adventures in the UK 
and Europe for most of that period, for the 
last seven years I have been running ten day 
group tours into some of the best and most 
iconic destinations around Central and East-
ern Europe. Perhaps some of my experienc-
es will help when you organise your 'Bike 
Tour Adventure' 
 
I hope you find my Tips and Tricks a useful 
read it's meant to provoke thought and 
maybe offer some tips and ideas to help you 
put your dream tour together without per-
haps making some of the mistakes I've 
made and learned from in the past. 
 
The GPS debate.  
Should I use a GPS or just ‘Wing it and get 
lost’  
The answer is fairly straightforward, firstly 
do you just want to go and ride in a particu-
lar area with no specific places or roads that 
you want to visit or ride, if so then don't use 
a Sat Nav because if you do IT will take you 

‘on the route IT chooses’ which will be main roads and the route EVERYONE else is on. As I’m sure you 
know ‘ordinary’ Sat Nav's take you on either the Fastest or Shortest route and all of them pick more or 
less the same route between two places, not where you want to be riding your bike. 
 
On the other hand if you have an itinerary that you want to follow with some of the top biking roads, 
iconic mountain passes and specific places to visit then use a Sat Nav BUT not the ordinary kind...... You 
need a programmable Sat Nav that you can load with custom routes that YOU have created and make 
the Sat Nav take you where you have programmed it to go. 
A Garmin 660 is a good, fairly cheap bike specific option, the new generation Garmin and Tom Tom bike 
specific units are also programmable as are the BMW Nav range. 
 
A mix of programmed Sat Nav and paper mapping combined with some careful planning is the way to 
ensure you get maximum enjoyment out of your touring experience. By trial and error over several 
years this has become my preferred method some of my best tips and tricks might help you plan your 
perfect trip, I hope so. 
 
You should be reading this in September or October and you're thinking, I'm going to be applying the 
ACF50 soon and putting the bike away for the winter not getting my mates together for the ‘Grand Euro 
Tour’ however now is the time to plan for next season. 
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#1 Starting your planning early is the top tip, have the debate now with your riding mates and decide 
how long you can get away for, the duration will determine how far you can go, once you have a trip 
duration you can look at destinations that are achievable in the timeframe.  
Are you all of a similar mindset, are you all tarmac eating mileage munchers on hyper sports bikes or do 
you like to take the ‘roads less travelled’ and see the country you are visiting at a more leisurely pace. 
Sometimes a mixture of the two is inevitable to get to “those alpine passes” or “that Italian lakeside re-
sort” 
So get together, agree the objective, crack a beer and get a big old paper map out to mile crunch and 
agree an outline plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once you have the outline plan/route you can flesh out some detail, individuals can throw in ideas and 
“how's about” places to slot in on the way. 
Elect someone to be the central planner (a geography O level might be useful at this stage) 
Share ideas via email, social media or even have a telephone conversation for a week or two and flesh 
out the plan. 
Meet again, have more beer and agree the route, provisionally set the dates then get down to the finer 
detail. 
The early planner gets the best hotels, the best rates, guaranteed ferry slots etc, etc. 
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#2 Planning and getting the route right, we've already talked about the riding group being compatible, 
so now you will have an idea of the miles you want to do in a day, if you are going Continental plan in 
Kilometres, it makes sense because that's what the signs say when you are there, I always think you 
seem to go further when you are burning off those big numbers in kms.  
If using a paper map you can see the big picture and how the route fits together. 
Then use Google maps or some other planning tool to put rough times onto distances between points, a 
4hr Google map route will take you all day to complete, especially if riding those ‘roads less travelled’ as 
well as stopping to refuel, coffee stops, lunch, the occasional “oh is that a castle over there” visit and so 
on. 
Make it a rule that ‘EVERYONE’ fills up with gas when the first bike needs fuel, OK so you've got a mon-
ster Adventure bike with a 300 mile range, don't care just fill it up like a good team player!!! 
It's also a chance to stretch your legs and have a coffee, fag or pit stop or all three!!! 
When you have the tour agreed, if one of the group is a genius with routing software and some or all of 
you have programmable GPS Sat Navs then use ONE ROUTE to programme ALL the GPS units. That way 
you all stand a chance of riding the same route. 
My routing software of choice https://www.myrouteapp.com simple to use with Google Maps as the 
base mapping, finished routes can be exported straight to your Sat Nav. 
 
The alternative is paper using ‘tulip’ diagrams http://www.rollcharts.org/tulipdiadef.html  or similar, but 
they can get soggy in the wet, programmable Sat Navs are the best option if you have them. 
 
BUT  
 
I usually supplement the Sat Nav route with some 
laminated paper (waterproof) routing notes with 
Next Town, Road Numbers and a brief note if rele-
vant, such as ‘take the ring road’  or ‘hidden left 
turn 600m out of town’ or similar useful notes as a 
back up to the GPS 
In the touring world more is definitely better than 
less and much better than a group committee 
meeting arguing around a soggy paper map in the 
middle of a continental thunderstorm. 
 
An obvious statement I know but make sure you 
know how that sparkling new high tech latest ver-
sion Sat Nav works before you set off. 

https://www.myrouteapp.com
http://www.rollcharts.org/tulipdiadef.html
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Tip, plan a short local route using your chosen planning software, load it onto the Sat Nav and try a test 
run before going away, then iron out any bugs and glitches pre trip confident then that everything will 
work whilst you are ‘on tour’ 
 
Another glitch that took me one whole trip to sort. When using route planning software for a Garmin 
and maybe other Sat Navs, sometimes the ‘saved’ routes present on the Sat Nav with ‘straight lines’ not 
road turns and directions and with no verbal routing instructions, very confusing. To fix this,  go into 
“settings’ on the Sat Nav and ‘edit route’ you'll probably find that the route is set as ‘off road’ and those 
annoying straight lines are the direct ‘Point to Point’ navigation routes across country, change the 
setting to ‘faster route’ and ‘recalculate’ to get that friendly voice back to speed you on your chosen tar-
mac route. 
 
Second Instalment next month includes;- What to take with you (or not), Choosing Bike friendly ac-
commodation, Getting ‘there’  Thanks for reading. 
 
Want to go TOURING in 2018?? then join one of my tours 
 
Contact me at robholliday@me.com for details or give me a call on 07802 760245. 
 All of these trips include transportation of your bike by Motorail or Overnight Ferry to your biking heav-
en, no bum numbing Trans European Motorway journeys, delivering maximum Adventure Riding in the 
shortest time. Eight full days riding. 
 
Fully inclusive tours to iconic European Destinations in 2018, each tour will be around 10 days, only re-
quiring five or six days leave from work. About 150 miles per day, staying in Good Hotels or B&B’s with 
secure parking. 
 
In June options include 
Route des Grand Alps/Route Napoleon, French Rivera and Monaco, Piedmont (Italy), Italian and Swiss 

Lakes. 
Best of Austria including Grossglockner Italian Dolomites including Sella Ronda and Stelvio 
German Alpenstasse, Berchtesgaden (Eagles Nest), Salzburg, Austrian Lakeland, Grossglockner, Dolo-

mites.  Stelvio Pass, Livigno. 
Austrian Tyrol, Grossglockner, Julian Alps (Slovenia), Lake Bled, Dolomites 
 
In September options include 
Pyrenees ‘Coast to Coast’ from Santander all the iconic Pyrenean passes and roads through France to 

the Mediterranean and back to Santander through Catalunya, Northern Spain and the Basque coun-
try. Via Santander 

Picos d’Europa, Northern Spain ‘Costa Verde’ and Central Portugal. Via Santander 
 
Places are limited as we only run small groups, contact me now for full details and ballpark costings. 
 
Email;- robholliday@me.com 
Subject;- Bike Tour Enquiry 2018  

mailto:robholliday@me.com
mailto:robholliday@me.com
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By Derek McMullan 

Keats had in mind the rural idyll of 

the English countryside; he knew 

nothing of motorcycles nor of my in-

tended journey this week.  I had to be 

in Hertfordshire for 0900, the forecast 

was good with the warm Azores air 

bathing England in an autumnal glow 

– perfect for the bike! 

I left home in darkness but that would 

soon clear.  What is it they say about 

best-laid-plans?  Long before I started 

the ascent into the Cotswolds, still 

not light and soon the tell-tale wisps 

of mist announced I wasn’t going to 

be seeing a great deal.  Soon it closed 

in to 30-40 metres and I know from a 

very direct encounter in the car that there are beasts here with which I certainly don’t want a bike-

encounter.  I crawled across to Stow where visibility mercifully improved. 

Exiting Stow I descended once more into the murk, not as thick but certainly controlling my speed mo-

reso than the law of the land.  This continued all the way to joining the M40 near Bicester.  Now the 

M40 was much clearer so I might regain some lost time?  Not so!  At the Stokenchurch cutting I had ab-

solutely no chance of picking out any Red Kites – and only limited opportunity with motorway traffic.  I 

have to take my hat off to Audi and BMW; their drivers are presumably flying on instruments! 

The rest of the run to my destination was tolerably normal so I did in fact arrive on time – just a bit fraz-

zled.  Still I had the bike and I’d be leaving early afternoon so a nice clear run back cross-country and the 

decision to bring the bike would be entirely justified. 

We’re back to those best-laid-plans!  There was much to do and the meeting dragged on longer than I 

wished.  I did leave in the light but that only lasted about half the journey.  With the declining light the 

mist regained strength, soon turning again to fog. 

Here comes the Audi again! Full option pack of head-up night-vision, obstacle warning, etc.  Why is it 

that the technology can’t see a motorbike about 0.5m in front of the bumper?  I think I have the speed-

sensitive cruise control to thank for the 0.5m.  I let it pass thinking a pathfinder would be quite useful 

but quickly realised this one has the invulnerability cloak too so I don’t want to be anywhere nearby. 
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I’ve been driving largely on dip beam with my low-mounted “driving-lamps” as BMW now call them (A 

small problem with certainly UK, but possibly European lighting regulations too.).  If the Fog lifts main-

beam becomes useful but in the clag it’s useless, causing far too much glare.  I’d noticed the driving 

lamps were highlighting any object in the road with a background shadow; that turned out to be ex-

tremely useful. 

The Cotswolds still being predominantly rural Keats’ harvest is in full flow.  I’m slowly climbing back up 

to Stow now on a damp and foggy evening.  As Advanced Motorcyclists we’re not supposed to say 

“suddenly” so I’ll say it emerged in the blink of an eye:  The road was covered in not-so-small black 

shadows; no, not quite covered – the tyre tracks were clear!  Further speed reduction and tippy-toeing 

on the nearside tyre-track area kept me off the virgin clods of mud but deliciously but me on the 

smoothed-out, wetted stuff! 

Fortunately for me Audi-man was long gone so I could give my whole attention to the skippy K16.  To 

stop and try to put a foot down would have been disastrous so it was the off-road momentum climb – 

and hope! Fortunately for me it was only 200m of roadway that was badly mired and grip and traction 

were gradually restored: my heart-rate followed considerably later. 

I slept well that night! 
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In previous years WHAM has enjoyed an early September long-weekend at a lovely B&B (description 
doesn’t quite do it justice) at Arromanches in Normandy.  This is ‘Sword Beech’ for WWII buffs and next 
year we thought we’d promote it here in this months newsletter. 

For 2018 Del has passed on the organising to Richard H and whilst we have a few members that have al-
ready lodged their interest there are plenty of places left. 

 

If, after reading the draft itinerary below you would like to come please do email Richard direct at 
rhewitt@grichan.com 

There will be plenty of organised routes just like our normal excellent UK Sunday ride-outs.  Members can 
choose to travel down in a group or make their own way there. Usually, we take the ferry out in the early 
afternoon of Thursday.  There is no absolute requirement to take an evening meal in the B&B. 

Itinerary 

 

Thursday 20th September—Arrive in Arromanches 

Monday 24th September—depart  

Accommodation cost—circa Euro33/person  

Food—Euro10 full English Breakfast/Continental 

2-course evening meal —Euro18 

3-course evening meal —Euro 23 

(Both inc. wine/drinks) 

Trip beer fridge unmetered access (yes really)—Euro10/person 
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Del  is pleased to inform that the sale of John’s excellent ‘used but not abused’ riding kit concluded quick-
ly with all items being snapped up by WHAM members raising £150 for the Air Ambulance.  Thank you 
John for this kind donation of kit to such a worthy cause. 

 

Now also seems a timely opportunity for the Committee to thank John for the many years of effort and 
support he provided to WHAM prior to hanging up his riding boots. 

 

Here’s a few pictures of John ‘on form’ below. 
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The following few pages might not set the 
world alight in terms of entertaining maga-
zine type content yet the information con-
tained within is required for annual sight-of 
by all full-members and also to ensure that all 
members have an opportunity to stand for 
any and all of the club appointments men-
tioned.  The individuals that either hold or are 
seeking election/re-election do so on the ba-
sis that any full member, by completing the 
attached nomination form, can also stand for 
any of the club roles noted.  If you believe 
you have the time and skill to carry out a 
committee role please do not shy away from 
taking the opportunity to put yourself for-
ward. 

 

And now for some great news… 

 

The following individuals have been successful in passing 
their IAM RoadSmart advanced motorcycle test with 
WHAM: 

 

 

Associate: John Ralphs, passed on the 23rd September 

 

Observer: Andrew Culley  
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And now for some great news  Part 2… 

 

The following individuals have been successful in passing their IAM RoadSmart Advanced motorcycle test 
with WHAM: 

 

 

Associate: Alex Culpin, F1rst pass standard. 

 

Observer: Alex Hoyle  

 

 

 

And one without a lovely picture…. 

 

Associate:  Antony Rayner—Pass 

 

Observer:  Chris Brown 

 

 

 

And finally… 

 

Member Andrew Brazier has emailed the Ed (thanks Andy) to say that after reading last months ‘tail ends’ 
on Helmets he thought it worthwhile to remind/inform members that our local fire stations will happily 
accept old helmets to practice with. 
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   AGENDA 

Annual General Meeting of Worcester and Hereford Advanced Motorcyclists. 

Wednesday the 31st of January 2018 

At the Falcon Hotel Bromyard Starting at 7.30PM 

 

Item 1       Welcoming Remarks          Stuart Poole 

 

Item 2       Apologies                       Alex Hoyle 

 

Item 3       Approval of 2017 AGM minutes and  

                 any matters arising from them.    Alex Hoyle 

 

Item 4       Chairman’s Report      Stuart Poole 

 

Item 5       Treasurer’s Report      Eric Reynolds 

 

Item 6       Election of Committee Officers   Alex Hoyle 

 

Item 7       Election of Committee Members    Secretary 

 

Item 8       Presentation of Certificates     Chairman 

 

Item 9       Programme for 2018     Chairman 

 

Item 10     Any other business     Secretary 

 

Item 11     Date and time of next AGM 30/01/2019      Secretary 

 

   

www.wham-motorcycling.org 

Worcester & Hereford Advanced Motorcyclists 
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WORCESTER & HEREFORD ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS 

 

Wednesday 31st January 2018 

 

The Group AGM will be held at the Falcon Hotel, Bromyard Starting at 7.30PM 

 

The main purpose of the AGM is to review the events and finances of the past year and to elect the com-
mittee for the coming year. All full members and associates are invited to attend but only paid-up full 
members of the Institute and the Group may vote. (Those who have passed their Advanced Test) 

 

Committee Changes 

The current officers – Chairman, Secretary, & Treasurer must stand down but can offer themselves for re-
election. The current known intentions of the Committee are given below. 

 

Officers 

Chairman: Stuart Poole                Standing down  

Secretary: Alex Hoyle        Standing down 

Treasurer: Eric Reynolds      Standing down/seeking re-election 

 

Committee Members 

Vice Chairman:  Richard Hewitt     Seeking election     
    Newsletter Editor: Richard Hewitt       Seeking re-election  

Editorial Assistant: Ali Lewis                                          Standing down 

Membership Secretary: Roger Brookes                       Standing down  

Webmaster: Tony Davis                          Seeking re-election 

Routemaster: Tony Davis          Seeking re-election 

Region Rep: Ant Clerici       Seeking re-election    

Associate Coordinator, Hereford: Stuart Morehead Seeking re-election 

Associate Coordinator, Worcester: Paul Gill               Seeking re-election 

Chief Observer Hereford: Alex Hoyle                           Committee Appointment 

Chief Observer Worcester: Gary Barnes                     Committee Appointment 
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Current Known Intentions: 

Paul Whitcombe to seek election to Group Secretary. Adrian Wheeler to seek election to the post  

of Membership Secretary. Ali Lewis to seek election to the post of Events Coordinator.  Ant Clerici 
to seek election to the post of Chairman.  Richard Hewitt to seek election to the post of Vice-
Chairman. 

 

Any fully paid up members of the IAM and of WHAM are free to apply for any of the above posts.                               

 

COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 

Any WHAM full member wishing to put themselves forward for any of the officer posts or the vacant 
committee posts should complete the attached nomination form. 

 

Voting will take place to fill the three officer posts and vacant Committee positions at the AGM. In the 
event of 

2 or more nominations for a post, there will be a vote by show of hands on the evening. 

 

Nomination forms are attached to this notice. Please remember, only fully paid up members of the Insti-
tute and the Group may nominate or be nominated. 

 

Please return nomination forms to any of the Officers/Committee Members as soon as possible or hand 
them into the Secretary at the start of the Annual General Meeting. 

 

All members are invited and indeed, encouraged to attend the A.G.M., not only to participate in voting in 
your committee, but also to volunteer your ideas, express your views and discuss where/how you would 
like 

the Group to progress. 

 

 

ITEMS FOR AGM AGENDA 
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Any member can submit items for inclusion in the AGM Agenda. Items need to be submitted to the Secre-
tary Alex Hoyle on 01885 400772 or E-mail whamgroupsecretary@gmail.com at least five days before the 
AGM. 

Nomination Form 

For the election of 

Worcester & Hereford Advanced Motorcyclists Committee 2018 

 

TO BE HANDED TO ANY OFFICER/COMMITTEE MEMBER OF WORCESTER & 

HEREFORD ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS PRIOR TO THE AGM OR TO THE 

SECRETARY ON THE EVENING OF THE AGM ON: 

WEDNESDAY 31st JANUARY 2018 

 

I ………………………………………………………...…………… 

(Name in block capitals) wish to stand for election to the position of: 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Signature……………………………………………………….…. Date………………… 

 

Proposed by: (Name in Capitals) ………………………..…………………….…………. 

 

Signature………………………………………………….....…… Date………………… 

 

Seconded by: (Name in Capitals) …………………..……..……………………………… 

 

Signature………………………………………….………...…… Date……….………… 

 

Nomination Accepted by....................................................................................... 

In the event of 2 or more nominations for the same post, I agree to a vote by ballot on the night & will 
abide by the majority decision. 

Please note: You may not stand for the committee if the law debars you from being a charity trustee. 

If you wish to volunteer for the committee but do not know someone who can nominate you or second 
your nomination, please contact the Secretary, Alex Hoyle on 01885 400772 or E-mail whamgroupsecre-
tary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:whamgroupsecretary@gmail.com
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Officers 

Chairperson: Paul Whitcombe (PW)  

Secretary: Alex Hoyle (AH) 

Treasurer: Eric Reynolds (ER) 

Apologies for absence 

Anthony Clerici, John Nixon, Nic Martin, Graham Ashcroft 

 

The annual general meeting of the 22nd of February 2017 was called to order at 7:30 pm by PW who wel-

comed all including those who attended on motorbikes. 

 

Approval of the minutes from the last AGM 

No matters were arising from the previous minutes of the last annual general meeting.  

The minutes were approved by Del Britain and seconded by Steve Hackett. 

 

Chair’s report 

PW acknowledged the support from all over the last 3 years including that from the committee. He also 

acknowledged those who have achieved their Masters in 2016 including Gary Barnes and Richard Hewitt 

Richard (Distinction).  

PW also acknowledged the observers who had supported the taster rides during 2016. 

PW gave a special thanks to Tony for organising the routes as route master and Derek for his training 

work and Eric for being a strong supporter and critical friend. 

Group membership was reported: 334 joined with an 83% pass rate, 262 current members with an aver-

age membership of 6.5 years.  

Financial report 

ER gave his summary report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 22nd February 2017 

Worcester and Herefordshire Advanced Motorcycling Club (WHAM)  
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2016 balance sheet revenue was £4,500, with £6,000 held on account. 

There had been spending on equipment including 5 radios as well as training events. It was noted that 

the radios were proving to be a good investment, greatly assisting with training.  

The report was approved by Richard Hewitt and seconded by Roger Brooks. 

Election of committee 

Paul Whitcombe standing down as chairman after 3 years’ service, Stuart Poole proposed as new Chair-

man  

Secretary: Alex Hoyle seeking re-election  

Treasurer: Eric Reynolds seeking re-election 

 Approved by Del Britain and seconded by Gary Barnes. 

2017 Committee roles  

Vice chairman - Roger Brooks 

Newsletter editor -  Stuart Poole would relinquish and be replaced by Richard Hewitt  

Editorial assistant - Ali Lewis 

Membership secretary - Roger Brooks  

Webmaster and route master - Tony Davis 

Regional representative - Anthony Clerici 

Associate coordinator Worcester - Paul Gill 

Associate coordinator Hereford – Stuart Morehead 

Chief Observer Hereford – Del Britain  

Chief Observer Worcester – Paul Whitcombe 

These roles were approved by Will Hopkins and seconded by Lynne Sherwood  

Stuart Poole’s address as new chairman. 

SP outlined that the club was about promoting safe people riding on the roads. 

SP thanked PW for the support he had provided to the club over the last 3 years and presented him with 

a very expensive ‘big gob on a stick’ award. Paul was clearly overwhelmed by such a sensitive and expen-

sive gift.  SP then outlined the next 12 months events.  These included: 

First observer training day on the 9th of April 

Slow riding day on the 21st of May at Throckmorton airfield 
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Exmoor weekend trip on 7th to 10th July  

TT classic in September - although current accommodation was full so those interested would need to 

book their own accommodation 

Normandy trip in September 

Stuart also asked if any other club members had any suggestions or ideas to share these with the com-

mittee. 

 

Any other business 

Feedback was requested and encouraged 

Dell representing the training team advised that there was an Observer evening on Wednesday 8th of 

March and that anyone who was interested in pursuing the observer training programme was invited and 

encouraged to attend. Start time 7:30 pm  

Also, open to all observers to participate and support 

 

Next annual general meeting scheduled for the 31st of January 2018  

 

Meeting was brought to a close at 8.30PM 
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WARNING Brexit can damage your sanity! 

My MCN is exhorting me to enjoy a 69km twisty road in the Black Forest. I quote: ‘The whole (69km) is 
flawless thanks to a blend of hairpins, lefts, rights and sweepers’. That’s twisty, then. I quote: ‘A biker’s 
dream’. 

So I’m thinking, what will it be like come 
Brexit – when the lunatics in charge of the 
asylum finally sort it out. 

What might happen as I try to enter ‘la belle 
France’ having left the smooth operating 
(cue Sade) customs union? 

Imagine my namesake Alain and his mate 
Michel at border controle – day 1: 

“Bonjour mon camarade Michel, 
aujourd'hui we see zose Anglais have left ze 
EU. Le Brexit 'as 'appen, finaleee”. 

“Mais oui, mon ami Alain, 'Ere at ze border contrôle in Cherbourg we find ourzelves, ‘ow you say, in ze 
front line. Let us 'ave some jolie with les motocyclistes British”. 
For sure, come Brexit, due March 2019, your automatic right to enter the EU will be a thing of the past. 

Will freedom of movement still exist? Nah!  The UK government are hell bent on interpreting the vote as 
being against it and for controlled immigration. Whether you agree with me not is irrelevant. The EU 
simply cannot afford to dump that condition just for us. 

Transition period?  OK, it might be fine to March 2022 but our leader May is talking about ‘registration’ of 
EU citizens during it. And what will the French do with that! Remember the Dover queues , the day after 
Referendum? 

Alain: “ Monsieur Reedere, you ‘ave not ze carte verte, zere iz un problème! Wizout it, zere iz pas d’entrer 
inzu la France. Et qu’est-ce-c’est? (what is this? Ed.)  
Mon Dieu!! Votre passeport iz no good. Zis ees un EU passeport et vous ees not un  citoyen de 
EU!!” (citizen. Ed.) 
 
“What the ****.  No one told me to change my passport and I’m only going on holiday to the Black Forest 
and no one told me I needed a green card thingy!” 

“Eez not my problème. Ze gouvernement francais ‘as introdus zees règles 
 (Ed. rules)  hier – er…’ow you zay…day before aujourd’hui” 
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“YESTERDAY??!!”  “That’s outrageous!” “How do you say that in French? Scandaleux!! (correct. Ed.)  

Alain shrugs. “Pas mon problème!  Ow you say…..tuff sheete?” 
 

Not so very ‘belle’ now is it!! 

It seems to me that whether you support Brexit or wish it hadn't happened, that is now irrele-
vant.  Assuming there isn't an about turn (second attempt at political suicide for May) and we exit Brexit 
(cue Vince) - which isn't going to happen, the French want us gone, (we've always been moaners and 
whingers) - and we will be OUT! 
 
To roll down that ramp onto French soil, or cross that border into Germany, you will need to meet new 
regulations. (You thought Alain was tricky?  Just wait till you meet Helmut).  You will need an internation-
al driving insurance Green Card, which is proof of insurance cover for each country you intend to visit.  No 
sudden change of plan then, as in: "let's go to Italy now we're this far South..." 
 
And that Green Card will cost you money because the insurers will no longer have the community agree-
ment allowing you typically 60 days cover, EU wide. 
 
Swan through the border controls?  Hardly! First there'll be the queues. Then the distasteful business of 
checking your papers. Will they X-ray your luggage, not practical. They may ask you, or irritatingly, the 
bike in front of you, to empty their panniers, tank bag, rucksacks, pockets, handbags and any other con-
tainer.  

And don’t even think about having an ‘off’. Your EHiC health card will be invalid. Did you forget to take 
out travel/health insurance?  
 
You yourself will probably be scanned  (been to the USA? The conga-like queue to clear immigration is as 
long as that Black Forest dream road, so I’m told). There'll be retina scans, fingerprint scans, document 
scans, some say rectum scans!! Then a delay as first Alain then Helmut (assuming you get past Cherbourg) 
wait for your details to be run through the Interpol database of Trump’s 'bad people'.  

*Surely this won't happen? 

Why not? We'll be no different in principle to the migrants attempting to enter our promised land.  I'm 
going too far!  I hope so. But whatever the UK do, you can bet a set of Pilot Road 4s that the French - who 
never obey the rules anyway - will upstage us in delivering procedures to make you choke on your mic. 
 
Have I got something against the French? Not at all. As you can see I’ve mastered their language. I've 
simply learned from UK nationals who live there and the French people themselves, what goes on. 
 
But heh! None of this may happen. It’ll all be rosy post Brexit because they want our tourism. Good. Let's 
hope so. 

*https://www.whitedalton.co.uk/motorbike-blog/2016/05/will-brexit-affect-bikers/ 


