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WHAM Bikes

Ant Clerici, WHAM observer and
environmental warrior has been
playing around with an electric bike.

Maybe we will all be riding these soon.

Or maybe we’ll take up golf instead.

Here are Ant’s impressions.

Batteries included....

Before Christmas the news was all
about Bali, not because Cliff, WHAM's
Chief Instructor, had arrived there for a
few weeks holiday but for the climate
change conference and the political
circus that inevitably surrounds such
events. Around the same time | had
spent a day at the Bike Show and had
seen the new Vectrix scooter and was
sufficiently interested in its “green”
credentials to arrange for a test ride.

Surprisel!

The first surprise was that they bring the
bike to you!

The test ride

So on a chilly December morning a
bright red scooter appeared and after a
short briefing | was sat on this innovative
electric powered bike. The only
indication that it's “on” is the “GO”
indicator on the dash: no throbbing
engine, no vibration; only silence.

Twist n go
. It's a ‘twist and go’
; "ﬂ : without clutch or
e ' gear box but with
two interesting

features operated
by turning the throttle in the opposite
direction: when stationary it's a reverse
that adds a little elegance to tricky
parking manoeuvres and, when on the
move, regenerative braking that puts
energy back into the batteries and
increases range. This braking was very
positive and | could see that
conventional braking would be used
rarely — reserved for emergencies and
hill starts.

On the move it was strange in that it
simply drove, without fuss and without
the familiar gear changes and engine
noise. Acceleration is quick and here it
is important not to make comparisons
with the bikes we ride — the BMW's,
Hyabusas, Ducatis etc. — this scooter is
for shorter journeys. Around Worcester it
was equal to anything, slow riding and
filtering were easy and there’s enough
poke off the lights to leave cars safely
behind. The batteries are positioned low
to give impressive stability. The
indicators have conventional operation
(don't forget I'm a GS rider) and “beep” if
left on for too long. The horn has both a
friendly “beep” to warn of your almost
silent approach and a louder horn when
pushed hard. But Worcester isn't a big
place, in London you could ride one of
these and never need to see how it
performed at speed but | would need
something to go to sites and meetings
further away.

So what’s its range?

The brochure says “up to 68 miles on a
single charge” but we all know that
would have been achieved on a duration
test ridden by the ‘under 35Kg slow
riding World champion’ wearing one of
those speed skaters low drag one piece
suits’. The Vectrix guy was refreshingly
honest and said his personal test on
dual carriageways and the M5 gave 33
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miles flat out at the 62mph maximum.
So the real answer is 33 to 50
something miles. But that's OK for what
| need assuming | can plan to recharge
at my destination if | go further than
around 25 miles. There are an
increasing number of charging points
being installed in city centres and with
2hrs for an 80% charge the options get
better.

How much?

This is where it gets a little difficult
because it's expensive to buy — around
£5900. For me too much as a private
vehicle but maybe affordable for
business use. On the other hand build
guality looks very good and all the other
costs are ridiculously cheaper — zero
road tax, minimal maintenance — Vectrix
say £100 - £150 pa and, at 20p to
charge up, there is no comparison with
conventional petrol engines: OK lets
assume the scooter costs 20p for 50
miles — my GS costs £5 for the same
distance; insurance is meant to be
cheap too.

Where was 1?

Oh yes riding out of Worcester. The
roads weren’t dry so it wasn’t
appropriate to test the "envelope” as far
as corning was concerned but with its
Pirelli tyres it felt absolutely fine in
slippery conditions. Up the London Road
the torque was there - no slowing up the
hill, then left onto the dual carriageway
where it accelerated to 62mph - then the
limiter kicked in and that was it until the
roundabout. | could imagine I'd get a
little frustrated during longer periods on
roads with a 70mph limit but that isn’t
the sort of journey for this scooter.

Will | buy one?
I'm very tempted. | like the idea of its
environmentally positive image and it
performs well enough. I'd have to keep
my GS because | have journeys beyond
. the Vectrix
maximum
range. If | get
one I'll let you
know how | get
on — | might
even turn up
on a Sunday
morning and
ride the first 25
miles with you.

Disclaimer — this is a personal view if interested
please verify information by looking at the Vectrix
website

Ant Clerici

Police special for chasing speeding
wheelchairs?

Who thinks they raided the Hayabusa
parts bin for the headlamp?

Tony.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FOR WORCESTER AND
HEREFORD ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS
Wednesday 30" January 2008

The Group AGM will be held at the Falcon Hotel, Bromyard, on Wednesday
30" January 2008. The AGM will start at 8.00 p.m. Please ensure you are
there on time.

The purpose of the AGM is to review the events and finances of the past year
and to elect the new committee for the forthcoming year. All full members and
associates are invited to attend but only full members of the Institute and the
Group may vote. (Those who have passed their Advanced Test)

Committee Changes
The current officers — Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer must stand but can
offer themselves for re-election. The current intentions of the Committee are
given below.
Officers
Chairman: Derek McMullan Standing down/seeking re election
Secretary: John Hodges Standing down/seeking re election

Treasurer: Eric Reynolds Standing down/seeking re-election

Committee Members

Events Ant Clerici Not standing down
Newsletter Tony Davis Not standing down
Ride Coord Allan Wright Not standing down
Membership John Hodges Not standing down
Publicity Vacant
Member Vacant

The Chief Observer is appointed by the Committee. The current Chief
Observer is Cliff McFarlane.

Voting will take place to fill the three officer posts and vacant Committee
positions at the AGM. In the event of 2 or more nominations for a post, a
secret ballot will take place on the evening.

We need more volunteers to fill committee member posts. If you think you
have something to offer and want to help make the group a success then
please apply for a committee post.

Nomination forms are attached to this Newsletter. Please remember, only fully
paid up members of the Institute and the Group may nominate or be
nominated. Please return nomination forms to any of the Officers/ Committee
Members as soon as possible or hand in to the Secretary when attending the
Annual General Meeting.
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TO BE HANDED TO ANY OFFICER/COMMITTEE MEMBER OF
WORCESTER AND HEREFORD ADVANCED
MOTORCYCLISTS PRIOR TO AGM
OR TO SECRETARY ON EVENING OF AGM ON 30th
JANAURY 2008

Nomination Form for the election of Worcester and Hereford
Advanced Motorcyclists 2008 committee officers and members

| (name in block capitals) am willing to stand for election in the
position of:

Signature..........coccoeeevivineeeeDate
Proposed by: (Name in CapitalS).........ccccoiiii i
Sighature.............cooeevvvieveene. Daten
Seconded by: (Name in CapitalS).........cc.coviiiiiiiiiii e
Signature.............ccoeevvvveveene Daten
Nomination Accepted DY.........ooovvieiiiiiiiiiie e

In the event of 2 or more nominations, | agree to a vote by ballot on
the night and will abide by the majority decision.

Please note: You may not stand for the committee if the law debars
you from being a charity trustee.

If you want to volunteer for the committee but do not know someone
who can nominate you or second your nomination, please contact
the Secretary, John Hodges on:

01432 890606

E-mail: john.hodges@ukgateway.net
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MINUTES OF WHAM! INAUGURAL MEETING ON 24" JANUARY 2007
The meeting commenced at 7:55pm with 52 persons attending and 3 apologies

ITEM 1. Opening Remarks. Derek McMullan welcomed everyone to the meeting
and introduced our two guests from the IAM: Mike Page Divisional Council Member
and Dave Shenton Group Support Manager.

Dave Shenton replied commenting on the large attendance and promised support from
the IAM.

Derek McMullan said that there was a need for a group for Worcester and Hereford
which fitted in with the structure of the IAM. He then introduced senior individuals
and the committee in waiting to the meeting. He said there were at that moment 19
full members including 5 senior observers, 5 group observers and 6 associates.

ITEM 2. Proposal to Form WHAM. Derek McMullan proposed that the Worcester
and Hereford Group should be formed. Seconded by Terry Pepper the proposal passed
unanimously.

ITEM 3. Proposal to Accept Group Constitution. Derek McMullan read through
the draft proposals except item 9. The meeting agreed that in item 13 “season” should
be “years”.

Derek McMullan proposed that the proposals should be adopted as the draft
constitution. Seconded by Andrew Dutnall the proposal passed unanimously.

ITEM 4. Proposal to Accept Group Fees. John Hodges proposed that the annual
membership fee be £15. This motion was proposed by Terry Pepper seconded by
Stephen Dobbs and was passed unanimously.

ITEM 5. Observer Fees. John Hodges proposed that the observer fee will be £10
and it will be voluntarily offered and voluntarily taken. Points were raised: there may
be a disincentive to join WHAM! If neighbouring groups do not have a fee, and
possible embarrassment about offering/not offering and taking/not taking. Dave
Shenton pointed out that as a group just starting we do not have the resources to
support observers and that £10, with a maximum of £100 from any associate, would
just cover basic running costs for an observer. The proposal was seconded Nick
Hanne and was passed with 3 voting against.

ITEM 6. Procedure for Committee Selection. John Hodges outlined the
procedure for the election of the Committee Officers and Committee Members.

ITEM 7. Election of the Committee Officers. Cliff McFarlane offered the officers
of the club for election and sought nominations from the meeting. There were none
and Chris Hemming proposed that the existing nominees — Derek McMullan for
chairman, John Hodges for group secretary and Eric Reynolds for Treasurer — be
adopted in block. This was seconded by Andrew Paxton and was passed unanimously.

ITEM 8. Election of Committee Members. John Hodges sought volunteers and
nominations for the committee positions. There were none and Roger Blandford
proposed that the existing nominees be adopted in block— John Hodges for
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membership secretary, Cliff McFarlane as chief observer, Eric Reynolds for
Worcester associate coordinator, Martin Heuter for Hereford associate coordinator,
Tony Davis for newsletter writer and press officer and Alan Wright for ride out
coordinator -. This was seconded by Guy Jenkins and passed unanimously.

ITEM 9. Monthly Meeting Night. John Hodges sought and obtained consensus for
the regular evening meeting to be the last Wednesday in the month (except December)
at the Prancing Pony at 8.00 p.m.

ITEM 10. Training. Cliff McFarlane outlined the ethos and training policies of the

group.
a.We should have a high standard of riding and training but must have fun.
b. Our task is to train associates.
c. We will work with IAM policies and procedures.
d. Associates will be assigned to a suitable observer who should complete his
training.
e. We will train observers using a pyramid of Senior Observer mentoring
observers and trainee observers as they train associates.
f. There will be two regular group rides per month will alternate between
Saturdays and Sundays and meeting points in the east and west of the groups area.
One of these rides will be open to associates for an observed run and one will be
for full members only.
g. There will be special events to focus on slow riding and braking, off road
riding and track days with the aim of improving bike handling skills.
h. The training procedures will be refined using feedback from the members and
associates.
i. Dave Shenton informed us that Senior Observers will be authorised by testing
by the IAM Senior Observer Examiners, of which there are (4) for the country. In
this area we are likely to see Graham Buxton or Dave Shenton. He then
emphasised although developing a group and training is hard work we must have
fun.
j. Cliff McFarlane then said the group will have (2) senior observers active in the
observer testing role at any time in order to maintain consistency.
k. The training programme will be published on the website.

ITEM 11. Programme of Events.
a. Alan Wright informed the meeting about a ride out on Sun 4™ Feb meeting at
10:00 am from the Prancing Pony.
b. Cliff McFarlane outlined a programme of events for the next few months and
these will be published on the website.

ITEM 12. Group Communications. Derek McMullan sought and obtained
consensus that the internet would be the major means of communication. The website
address was given out as www.wham-motorcycling.org

ITEM 13. AOB.
a. Mike Page addressed the meeting saying how encouraged he was with positive
atmosphere and urged any members to volunteer to assist the officers and
committee.

wham!

B

Newsletter No. 11 January 2008 Page 13



wham!

b. Derek McMullan then asked if there were any ideas or questions. Various
points were raised: the size and suitability of the venue, the possibility of The
Talbot at Knightwick being a more suitable venue. However, John Hodges
pointed out that until things were settled we should remain with the Prancing Pony.
Also, any future meeting place must be located centrally, remembering that
Herefordshire covers from the Welsh border to the west and Ross to the south —
and that Worcestershire extends some distance to the east. Peter Nugent and
others raised the question of adherence to national speed limits. The consensus
was that limits would be observed unless it was necessary for safety reasons to
momentarily exceed them. A discussion ensued about how to attract and influence
younger riders who would benefit most from advanced training.

ITEM 14. Date of Next Group Meeting. This item was not covered as such but
was previously agreed under Item 9 as 28" February 2007.

The meeting closed at 9:50 pm.
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WHAM MEMBERSHIP

(Renewals due by 31 January 2008)
To renew your WHAM membership, please fill in the renewal form and give it, with
the Group Membership fee of £15.00 if applicable, to a Committee Member or return
it to me, at the address shown below before 31* January 2008. We need this form
completed to ensure our records are up to date.
No membership fee can be accepted without a completed form.
If you are having difficulty with your IAM number, please leave it blank and 1 will do
my best to find it.
If anyone has any questions regarding their membership please contact me on:-
01432 890606 or john.hodges@ukgateway.net

Worcester and Hereford Advanced Motorcyclists -

POSOS

Membership Renewal Form**

**This form MUST be completed and handed in with your membership fee. Renewals are due

by 31* January.

IAMNO: i, IAM Membership Expiry Date:.........
Personal details

Title: Initials : First Name:

Last Name D.O.B

PLEASE ADVISE IF THERE HAVE BEEN ANY CHANGES TO YOUR CONTACT DETAILS. IF NO
CHANGES, PLEASE LEAVE CONTACT DETAILS BLANK.

CONTACT DETAILS:
Address:

*Postcode:
*Home Phone: *Contact Number:
*Email:
STATUS

Membership status: Full / Associate

Observer status: Observer / Group Qualified / Senior

Please give completed form and membership fee to any Committee Member or return to: John
Hodges, 11 Pound Close, Tarrington, Herefordshire, HR1 4AZ.

DATA PROTECTION ACT: As a member of WHAM, the personal information given on this form will be
held in confidence on a computer file for membership records and newsletter distribution purposes only.
If you wish to see your own details please contact the Secretary.

Membership Fees - £15.00. Cheques payable to WHAM.

wham!

B




wham!

WHAM! January 2008 Events Programme.

Sunday 6" January Ride for all Members and Associates (Observed rides
by arrangement)

Assemble: McDonald’s, Hylton Road, Worcester.
09:00 for 09:30 start.

Route: WR05

Recommended that you arrive in good time to establish
riding groups. Associates make yourselves known to a

Committee Member if you would like to treat this as an

Observed ride.

Sunday 13" January Ride for all Members and Associates (Observed rides
by arrangement)

Assemble: McDonald’s, Hylton Road, Worcester.
09:00 for 09:30 start.

Route: WR06

Recommended that you arrive in good time to establish
riding groups. Associates make yourselves known to a
Committee Member if you would like to treat this as an
Observed ride

Sunday 20" January Ride for all Members and Associates (Observed rides
by arrangement)

Assemble: McDonald’s, Hylton Road, Worcester.
09:00 for 09:30 start.

Route: WRO07

Recommended that you arrive in good time to establish
riding groups. Associates make yourselves known to a

Committee Member if you would like to treat this as an

Observed ride.
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Sunday 27" January

Ride for all Members and Associates (Observed rides
by arrangement)

Assemble: McDonald’s, Hylton Road, Worcester.
09:00 for 09:30 start.

Route: WR08

Recommended that you arrive in good time to establish
riding groups. Associates make yourselves known to a

Committee Member if you would like to treat this as an

Observed ride.

Wednesday 30" January

(4

WORCESTER AN HEREFORD ADUANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

Annual General Meeting

Assemble: Falcon Hotel, Bromyard 7:30 for 8:00
Please ensure you are there on time.

See Page for Committee form and AGM Details.

Please note: Event dates and times are subject to change, please check the website or
contact a committee member for confirmation.
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Your WHAM! Committee.....

Newsletter No. 11 January 2008 Page 18





