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Introduction

Welcome to the August 2008 edition
of your award winning WHAM! News.

Well, this month’s headline has to be
about our success in winning the IAM
Newsletter of the year award at the
National Conference. Obviously | am
keen to take all of the credit for this
personally but, of course, if there is no
news, there is no newsletter! Looking
back over the year's editions you can
see that most of the interesting stuff is
about the events, rideouts, training days,
touring trips etc. These all take a lot of
organisation and effort from the people
involved in planning them. The easy bit
is attending, taking some photo’s and
writing a short article. The success of
the Newsletter is a direct reflection on
the success of the group and the efforts
put in by the members.

There a have been a number of articles
contributed by the members, special
mention must go to John Nixon for his
excellent Moto Guzzi and Hayabusa
combo contributions, Ant Clerici for the
regular whoops! Articles, WHAM! Bikes
Vectrix, Millau Bridge visit and the
Servern freewheelers contribution. Also
thanks to Simon Allen (Ducati 1098
write-up), Linda Sylvester (report on
our first (cold) rideout), Dave Curzon
(views on the new group), Ken shaw
(Bikesafe article), Mark Sylvester (Red
Marley), John Hodges (2007 Slow ridng
Day) and Sarah Juniper (Ooops
contribution). And last but definitely not
least, Chariman Derek McMullan for his
prolific contributions.

WM Chairman pres'entQIS/SUr
Newsletter Editor with the IAM award.

This is your Newsletter and we rely on
your contributions to keep it fresh and
interesting. If you have any ideas for
articles, a contribution to WHAM Bikes,
an Oops article, a write up on a ride-out
or touring trip then don’t hesitate to send
them to me. Just the words and a couple
of photo’s are enough, I'll format them
and send you a copy for your approval
before | publish. Let's keep up the
standard and see if we can win again
next year!

Tony.

Successes

Congratulations go out this month to
three associates who have passed their
Advanced Test:

Kris Arntzen — Observer Ken Shaw
Colin Storey — Observer Guy Jenkins

Phil George — Observer James Dickson

Well done to all.

New Members.

Our group is still growing, since the last
Newsletter we have welcomed the
following new Members who are on the
IAM SkKill for Life Program:

Derek Case, Paul Gummery, Darren
Wall, Kevin Hayes, Tim Wynn and
Martyn Newman.

We have also gained a highly
experienced RoOSPA Gold qualified
Observer Tim Hutt from Tewkesbury.
Tim is already up and running with two
Associates on his list. Tim's Partner Kay
is currently going through the formalities
of then IAM test and will join us later in
the year.

wham!

Newsletter No. 15 August 2008


















wham!

The Constitution of Worcester and Hereford
Advance Motorcyclists

The club will have a short form of its name called WHAM!

The club is primarily designed to conduct the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM) Skill
For Life (SFL) programme for Associate members and adheres to the terms and
conditions of the IAM as set out in their Group Rules.

Additionally, we are an active Club promoting bike skills enhancement and riding
enjoyment. In this way we aim to encourage our membership to stay with us and
become involved in both observing, social and committee activities.

The club will be governed by a committee of at least 6 members comprising the officers
of:
1. Chairman: who must stand down after three years.
2. Secretary
3. Treasurer
And committee posts of: Membership Secretary, Chief Observer, Associate
Coordinator, Publicity, Events, Newsletter and Ride-out Coordinator.
Other posts will be created as desired. The officers and other committee members
except for the Chief Observer will be appointed by the membership at the Annual
General Meeting after being nominated and seconded by a simple show of hands.
The Chief Observer will be appointed by the committee.

The Committee should meet once every two months as a minimum and more frequently
when required. Any committee member failing to attend 3 consecutive committee
meetings will be in breach of his responsibilities and expelled from the Committee unless
extra-ordinary conditions apply.

The implementation of IAM policies will be the responsibility of the Committee.
Additionally, all WHAM policies will be directed by the Committee. A minimum of four
Committee members, including at least two officers of the Committee, must approve
policy or policy changes.

WHAM!'s IAM SFL programme will be organised so that associates and observers are
based in similar localities and are available at similar times. Block courses, whilst not the
norm, may be considered if the need arises.

A training programme for Observers will be defined by WHAM!'s appointed Chief
Observer to achieve a consistently high standard of riding and teaching ability throughout
all Club Observers. This will include Mentoring and refresher training in accordance with
IAM Observer training requirements

WHAM! will meet as a group on the last Wednesday of every month (excluding
December).

Observer may request a voluntary contribution from Associates to cover fuel expenses
whilst on coaching rides of a maximum of £10.

All WHAM! Rides including Associate coaching, Observer training etc. will adhere to IAM
guidelines. All members are individually and collectively responsible for compliance.

The IAM ‘s Statement: The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) is the UK's leading road
safety charity, dedicated to raising driving standards through our Advanced Driving Test
engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy (for example,
through the work of the IAM Motoring Trust. The IAM’s charity number is 24900002
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Gift Aid Declaration

Name of Charity :- WORCESTER and HEREFORD ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS

Details of donor

YU 1151 0
HOME AQAIESS ..o e e e e e e e e e e e,

veeneen POStCode

I want the charity to treat

All donations | have made for this tax year and the previous one prior to the year of
this declaration and all donations | make from the date of this declaration until |
notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.

You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at
least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the
appropriate tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you give).

Date: ......... [ooiiinii. [,
Notes:
1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the charity.

2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax
on your income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity
reclaims, you can cancel your declaration.

3. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your
Self Assessment tax return.

4. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief,
ask the charity.. Or, refer to donations by individuals.

5. Please notify the charity if you change your name or address.
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RURAL ROAD DANGERS HIGHLIGHTED IN RISK MAPS
Issued: 29th June 2008

The latest EuroRAP results (EuroRAP 2008: GB Tracking Survey Results) provide a valuable tool for
road safety professionals by highlighting the safety deficiencies of many of Britain’s main roads. They
also confirm studies by the IAM Motoring Trust that show Britain's rural roads to be the biggest killers,
and that more than half of deaths and serious injuries happen on single carriageway, relatively minor
roads.

“For too many young drivers and their passengers, rural roads are killers for which their driving
tuition and driving tests may not have prepared them,” says IAM Trust Director, Neil Greig

“The IAM Trust study, Rural Roads — the biggest killer, shows that:

o More than 60 per cent of fatal and serious casualties happen on 60 and 70mph non- motorway
speed limit roads

e Two-thirds of England's road deaths are on rural roads, and three quarters of those in Scotland
and Wales

o A third of KSlIs (killed and seriously injured) on rural roads are in cars driven by young drivers,
twice as many as in cars with a driver over 60

e Young drivers have almost half of their KSI crashes in the evening/overnight on rural roads,
compared to a third for drivers in the 26-39 age group

e Males drivers dominate the rural roads KSI statistics — three quarters of car occupants killed or
seriously injures on rural roads are in cars driven by male drivers; 95 per cent of motorcyclist
KSIs are male, as are over 80 per cent of cyclists

e The most deadly roads are single carriageways — accounting for more than 80 per cent of rural
road KSlIs in England, and 90 per cent in Scotland and Wales

¢ Running off the road and hitting solid objects. such as a tree, or running into a ditch, account
for 40 per cent of KSIs on rural roads

“Deaths on our roads have fallen below 3000, now we must lower the target to fewer than 2000.
Achieving a new lower target needs a greater focus on EuroRAP’s message that we must make roads
safer, and more forgiving, when crashes happen. Only when we have five-star drivers in five-star cars,
driving on five-star roads will British motorists have the road system they deserve,” says Greig.

ENDS
Media Contacts
IAM Motoring Trust Media Relations — 020 8996 9777

Neil Greig, Director IAM Trust — 020 8996 9772 neil.greig@iamtrust.org.uk

ISDN broadcast lines available
Notes to editors:
Links

IAM Motoring Trust Rural Roads - the biggest killer
EuroRAP, Road Safety Foundation EuroRAP 2008: GB Tracking Survey Results

The IAM Motoring Trust is the policy and advocacy arm of the IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists)

An independent voice for responsible motoring and road safety research

THE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS LIMITED Registration England & Wales 582530 Registered Charity Number 249002
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Aberdovey Take 2

After last year's washout, Ant Clerici
was hoping that we would have a better
day for his Aberdovey trip this summer.
Predictably, it tuned out wet again! The
weather was so bad that none of the
usually hardy pillions turned up so we
ended up with a Lad’s day out.

We set out from Worcester in the wet
and had a good ride to the Elan Valley
Visitor Centre for our breakfast stop and
to meet up with the Hereford contingent
(John Hodges, Cliff and Steve Edwards).

Ant’s route took us from Rhayader, over
the narrow mountain road to
Machynlleth. It was wet on this road and
it was like a skating rink where the car
tyres had polished the surface. It was so
bad that a couple of the group stopped
to check if they had a puncture, very
disconcerting! In the end we found that
riding on the “sump line” where the
tarmac was not polished gave plenty of
grip. Even in poor weather the views
from this road are spectacular.

See the shine on that road! (Welsh
summer time..)

We ploughed on to our lunch stop in
Aberdovey and had a well earned lunch.
The route from here took us down the
busy coast road and then off into the

narrow mountain roads again, definite
BMW GS country this. The roads are
challenging enough on a Hayabusa so |
felt for John on his Galleon...

John navigates his way across the
bridge.

As you can see from the photos, a lot of
rain had fallen in the last few days and
the river was flowing over the top of the
bridges turning them into fords.

The weather did improve as the day
went on, not exactly cracking the flag
stones but at least the roads dried out
and we managed to enjoy the open
stretches of the excellent Llandovery to
Builth Wells road on the way back.

So, its thanks to Ant once again for
organising the day out, let's try again in
2009, the weather gods have to smile on
us soon! Tony.

“Yes Jeannie, I'll be back soon, wish |
had stayed at home, not having any
fun at all.”
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Events

19" to 21° September Long Weekend in the Peak District.

Again travelling on Friday to stay two nights, this time at
the Yorkshire Bridge Inn, close by Ladybower Reservoir in
the Peak District's Hope Valley

(see web-site for more information: http://www.yorkshire-
bridge.co.uk/).

Run by the Illlingworth family for the last 11 years the Inn
is renowned for it hospitality. More great roads, and
Matlock Bath Bike meet on the Sunday! Again praying for
the weather!

Contact Mark and Lynda Sylvester
avsp78@dsl.pipex.com

Sat 4™ October A special visit to see the West Mercia Police
Helicopter

The Unit is based at Halfpenny Green (or

Bobbington). On this visit we will be shown the helicopter
and the special equipment carried plus a brief on air
operations and a chance to see some of the video footage
taken on police operations.

Note this visit is open to members and their immediate
family. We will need confirmed numbers by mid-
September. Please confirm names and numbers in your
party to Barb Dalloway [barbandsteve @blueyonder.co.uk]
by Sunday 14th September.

Be aware that if the helicopter is called into active service
the visit could be interrupted or cancelled at the last
moment. If there is heavy demand we have the option to
arrange another visit later in the year.

NOTE: See Website for Sunday ride details.

Please note: Event dates and times are subject to change, please check
the website or contact a committee member for confirmation.
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